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As a long-time Christian, I have been convinced and believed that Christians have different 
value system from non-Christians. It is most evident with regard to our attitude toward our life in 
this world and our hope in eternal life. It is not as clear to me though that Christianity is a 
worldview. I knew that the Bible is Christian’s instruction manual for our life on the Earth, yet I 
had not seen the connection between Biblical view and Christians’ worldview. To me, it stem 
from my fragmented and dotted knowledge about the Bible’s teaching and also the lack of 
understanding about the breadth of one’s life and its closeness with the environment. This 
summer, my dotted knowledge about the Bible’s teaching was connected and my understanding
about a person’s life was broadened, thanks to Pastor Lenny Cheng’s Christians’ Worldview 
class and the main text book, “How Now Shall We Live?” by Charles Colson.

What is a worldview? It is the collection of our beliefs, ideas, and values about the world—how 
we see and make sense of the world around us. Why does understand one’s worldview 
important? As Charles Colson stated in his book, because worldview can change the world. 
How? One’s worldview influences a person’s decisions and actions; it directs how we interact 
with our environment. For Christians, our belief in God’s creation, human beings’ sin and fall, 
God’s salvation plan through Christ Jesus, and sanctification after reborn sets us apart from the 
worldly view about all aspects of life. 

Colson’s book was published in 1999, but what he saw and foresaw continue to exist and have 
developed in our time after two decades. The Western culture is still dominant with the 
worldview of naturalism, not believing existence of God the Creator. Without this belief, many do
not believe existence of absolute truth (rather, relative truth, even alternate facts), nor one’s 
moral responsibility (rather, others or the system’s faults); consequently, there is no room for 
God’s salvation plan, rather, people turned to the system for help or self-help for problem 
solving. Compared to Colson’s time, there has increased chaos, but also increased self-
reflection and awakening.  It is evident that God’s most previous creation, human beings, after 
rebellious ways of living for so long, have started to see a way out of their ways of living that is 
taking them to the opposite direction from their initial intention.

Where are Christians? 20 years ago, Colson encouraged his fellow Christians to embrace the 
world by being God’s co-worker to help restore the world, to fulfill God’s command on the 
Cultural Mission. The same calling is still valid, and even more urgent, as the world has seen 
social injustice long buried now erupt to the extent that victims and their suppressors confront 
each other with violence. This is not surprising, since in the worldview of naturalists, where there
is no absolute right or wrong, whoever holds power win. 

Jesus asked his disciples to be salt and light in the world. The usefulness and benefits of these 
two can only been seen and felt when we are not hiding. Apostle Paul encouraged us to have 
our minds renewed, so our minds are godly and not go with the worldly views. This is an 
inspiring class that has set me on the right direction to live my life as God’s child in the world. I 
am now much more ready than before to embrace the world with firm belief in God my Lord. 

 


